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What I Should Have Told My Relative about College

During a recent Instant Message exchange with
a friend whose grandson had just graduated
from high school, I was told that the 18-year-
old boy has no concrete plans for his future.
According to my friend, the boy plans to rest for
a while at his parents’ home and then perhaps
this fall look for a neighborhood job in a store
or gas station. Now, I know the boy, and I think
he is quite smart. He has acted in plays; he has
written and directed a YouTube movie; and he
likes to read and talk about books. However,
when I suggested that he might want to look
into attending a local college, my friend told
me that he had no money. When I said that he
should at least talk to his parents about this,
my friend said that they did not think a college
education was necessary. When I explained
that officials at his local college might be able
to give him guidance about reasons for going to
college and ideas about ways to pay for it, my
friend told me that there was no need for him
to go to college because there were no jobs and
the college experience was not important. What

HESERE
“Harry Harris

should I have said?

Now, we all now that the global employment
situation is not good. The UN International
Labor Organization predicts a worldwide 2011
unemployment rate of 6.1% for all workers,
and reports a 2010 unemployment rate of
12.6% for young workers in the 15-24 age
range (International Labor Office, 2011, pp. 89).
However, I could have told my relative that the
U.S. 2010 unemployment for college graduates
was 9.3% (Shierholz & Edwards, 2011, p. 1) but
that it was higher for the general population.
I also could have told her that there is now a
global recovery and that there is a prediction
that the 2011 global economy will grow at 4.2%
(International Labor Office, 2011, p. 9). I could
have told her that this will probably make it
easier for those with college degrees to get jobs.

However, I should have told that friend that
there are other good reasons for going to college,
besides getting a job. For one thing, college



is a place where young people can make the
transition to adulthood with many other people
their own age. They will have many social
experiences that they will always remember
and they will establish bonds with people with
whom they will travel on through life. Also,
college is a place where students are exposed
to many different, sometimes conflicting, ideas
at an early stage of their lives. Some may think
that these ideas that college students learn in
their different curricular and extracurricular
activities may not be useful later when they are
working. However, in fact they will be useful
because they will help give students a bigger
picture of life and provide them with useful tools
to communicate with a broader, more global,
range of people in the future. Finally, completing
the often rigorous requirements of a college
program gives one confidence in one's ability.
Doing assignments and working on projects for
teachers is not always easy, but their completion
can teach students that with perseverance they
can carry out their plans successfully. Students
learn that persistence can mean success and
satisfaction.

Well, I now know what I should have said to
my friend about her grandson. Of course, I
should have told her that we should have hope
in the future of the economy. Things will get
better in the job market, and a college diploma
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will be increasingly more useful. I also should
have told her that there are other reasons for
getting a college education: it is a place to create
memories and friends; it is a place to learn many
interesting things that can make your future
life more interesting and global; and it is a place
to learn that your efforts can provide you with
greater confidence in your own efforts and
confirmation of their value.

What do you think? What would you have told
my friend?
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