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A treasure-trove of knowledge and fun

A 2RIV E, L. EEFHER)

Have you ever been to Hakuoh University’s library? Do you think a library is a boring quiet
place full of dusty books that you go to only when you have to write a report or study for a
test? To a certain degree, you are right. It is a peaceful place to concentrate and study.
Nevertheless, in this library you not only find information, but you are able to study for
yourselves at your own pace and convenience in your own learning style.

From 2007, Hakuoh University has opened a corner devoted to independent learning in the
library. It is called the Self-Access Leaning Center (SALC) for English studies. It is not
exactly a center as in a large independent building, but our SALC area in the library offers
students a valuable way to become truly independent learners in studying English.

You may have felt in high school that no matter how many years of English you studied, you
were not able to master English or any foreign language. Even in your years at Hakuoh
University or any other university, no matter how many classes you take, there is no
guarantee that you will master the English language. The most important aspect of learning
is how you study outside of class. This is not about learning to study in high school or in a
university, but for your entire life. In class you are mostly taught about the subject, but
outside of the classroom, you must try to reinforce what you have learned. think critically, and
acquire new skills and knowledge. We all learn from experience, by thinking, by practicing,
and acquiring knowledge. '

Have you felt that your English class was too difficult or too easy for you? Maybe the level
was low and you felt bored, or it was too difficult so you lost interest. In the SALC area, you
are the main student. You can build autonomy and work independently at your own level. In
the SALC, you can access a large variety of materials. You can improve your English by
watching your favorite movies on DVDs and videos in English, by reading fashion or news
magazines and books, reading and listening to novels in English, and using computer
software to listen to English pronunciation or to search for information at your own pace in a
relaxed but academic environment. Teachers, too, can use the SALC as an academic resource
that will cater to students’ educational needs.

Next, let us look at the layout of Hakuoh University's library to see where all the English
books are. In the center of the first floor, you will find English periodicals, newspapers, and
magazines. There is also a separate room filled with TV monitors where you can watch
English movies or TV programs on DVDs and videos. As you go up to the second floor on the
circular staircase and turn right, you will find an entire section devoted to English and
foreign books. On the way to the back of the room, you will see the picture books, illustrated
children’s books in Japanese and English. After you go past all the tables and English books,
at the far back of the room you can find the SALC area. Here you find graded-readers that
will help you build your vocabulary and reading skills. You can check out CDs with some of
the graded readers to listen to while you read your books. Of course, you may read the stories
silently if you wish. Remember, this area is made for you to study English in your own
learning style.

No matter at what level of English you begin, you are able to advance at your own speed in
the Hakuoh University Library and SALC area. All faculty and library staff members are
here to welcome and support you. Hakuoh University Library and SALC is a place where you
can have fun, and enjoy expanding your knowledge as a person. Bon Voyage! Find your
treasures!
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